
Depiction of silver mining in Kutná Hora, author of  image  
unknown (image dated to 1490s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Kutná Hora is situated 
in the modern 
boundaries of Czech 
Republic, and was one 
of the most significant 
towns of past 
Bohemia. 
 
 
 
The town is built 
above the steep 
Vrchlice Creek, and is 
60km east of its 
competitor Prague. 
Kutná Hora became  a 
significant  place of 
political, cultural, 
economic, and 
religious history. for 
the region and Europe.  

 
The town was established 
as early as the 14th century, 
due to the mining of silver.  
By the 15th century, Kutná 
Hora became one of the 
richest places in Europe, 
later becoming a royal 
town with all the rights 
and privileges.  

 
 
 
 
 
By the 16th century, the 
mines were gradually 
exhausted and abandoned. 
The town fell into 
dereliction after the 
closure of the mines, and 
not until the mid 19th 
century did the town 
revive due to the 
significance of its cultural 
heritage. 
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St. Barbara Church at the night, picture by Jerzy Strzelecki (2007) 
 

Stained Glass: František Urban 1868–1919, within the church of 
St. Barbara, picture by Pudelek (2008)  

It is one of the more famous Gothic churches in 
central Europe. The church is appropriately termed 
after St Barbara, the patron saint of miners and 
others, which was highly appropriate for Kutná Hora. 
Construction on the church began in 1388, but work 
on the church was interrupted several times, leading 
to the completion of the church only in 1905.  



 
 
 
Interior ceiling, picture  in Seifert  (2011:12) 

Golden Spiral  staircase, picture by Brad 
Hammonds (2013) Interior of cathedral, picture by 

HoremWeb (2010) 

The church was built in the 14th 
century. It’s initial construction 
resembled a French gothic 
cathedral, but was burnt down 
in 1421, and became a ruin for 
the next two centuries. The 
church was then reconstructed 
in the 1700s in an original style 
called Baroque Gothic. The 
latest restoration transpired in 
2001. The church retains 
external features of the original 
construction.  
 

Cathedral of our Lady, picture by Crimson (2010) 

Front of cathedral, 
picture by Bauerm (2007) 
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